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Dear Reader, 
 
We hope you are well, and you enjoyed your summer break. 
  
“Se sembra impossibile allora si può fare”. (If it seems impossible then it can be done) 
  
With these Italian words, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen concluded
her annual State of the Union speech on 15th September 2021. President von der Leyen
officially revealed plans for “a new health preparedness and resilience mission for the whole
of the European Union”, that will be backed up by €50 billion by 2027. Along with this huge
investment, President von der Leyen underlined the importance of implementing the
European Pillar of Social Rights, which is essential to ensure decent jobs, fairer working
conditions, better healthcare, and a better balance in people's lives. SIP pledged in 2020 to
help with the implementation of the Social Pillar, and in March 2021 responded to the
European Commission’s consultation on the Strategic Framework 2021-2027 for Health and
Safety at Work in the EU. 
  
Influencing employment-related policies is one of SIP’s priorities for 2021 (and beyond), and,
in June this year SIP published its position paper on Workplace Integration and Adaptation.
The paper highlights the need for action by European Institutions, national governments, and
employers to address employment and integration issues for individuals with pain across
Europe. Related to this, SIP recently met virtually with the office of MEP Radka Maxová
(S&D, Czechia). During this meeting we took the opportunity to speak about SIP’s long-term
priorities, SIPs 2020-21 policy priorities, our position paper on Workplace Integration and
Adaptation, and highlight our virtual event on the 28th October 2021 entitled “What can be
done to support a healthy and productive European workforce and society?” This event will
be co-hosted with MEP Radka Maxová. 
  
SIP is organising this event in response to the European Institutions’ commitment to the
implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights' Action Plan, the EU Health and Safety
Strategic Framework 2021-2027, and the EU Strategy for the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities 2021-2030. Together with MEP Radka Maxová (S&D, Czechia), and co-host
MEP Alex Agius Saliba (S&D, Malta), there will be several other high-profile speakers and
experts present to discuss the SIP position paper recommendations.  Additionally, all
participants will be able to contribute to the discussions during the parallel breakout sessions.
We encourage you to register ASAP here! 
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Continuing on with the theme of employment and pain, SIP recently held a webinar with the
European Agency for Health and Safety at Work (EU-OSHA). This was an opportunity for
participants to learn more about the “Healthy Workplaces: Lighten the Load 2020-2022”
campaign, to hear more about EU-OSHA's recent report Working with chronic MSDs - good
practice advice, and to share their experiences with pain and employment policies at national
level. You can find out more by reading the event’s slides here. 
  
On the 14th of September, we held the third SIP National Platform call of 2021, this time with
a focus on implementation issues of the 11th revision of the International Classification of
Diseases (ICD-11). The fourth National Platform call of the year will take place on the 25th
November 2021, where SIP National Platforms will have an opportunity to continue
discussions (and plans for 2022) on supporting the implementation of ICD-11. 
  
Speaking of plans for 2022, the 2021 SIP Annual Stakeholder Forum meeting will take place
virtually on the 9th November 2021 (10h00-12h00 CET). The Stakeholder Forum will bring
together National Platforms, the multi-disciplinary SIP stakeholder family, and other
organisations with an interest in pain from various sectors. The stakeholder forum meets
annually, co-develops the strategy of SIP, and identifies specific objectives and policy goals
for the following year. If you are interested in participating, please contact
jamie.wilkinson@efic.org before the end of October. 
  
In line with one of our other 2020-21 priorities (cancer pain policy), SIP continued its
engagement with the European cancer policy processes. In September, SIP published its
response to the European Parliament Special Committee on Beating Cancer (BECA) Draft
Report on strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer. 
  
In other news, SIP partner Pain Alliance Europe announced the next meeting of the MEP
Interest Group on Brain, Mind and Pain will be held online on 19 November 2021. 
  
Lastly, if you would like to know more about international and national SIP-related
conferences and events in the upcoming months (e.g., the EFIC Congress, April 2022 in
Dublin), please consult the SIP calendar. 
  
Once again, we thank you for your continued collaboration and support, and look forward to
seeing you at our virtual event on the 28th of October! For more information and how to
register, please click here.

Best wishes, 
  
Dr. Brona Fullen, President of European Pain Federation EFIC & 
Ms. Deirdre Ryan, President of Pain Alliance Europe (PAE)

SIP presents its position paper on Workplace
Integration and Adaptation  
 
The paper highlights the need for action by
European Institutions, national governments, and
employers to support a healthy and productive
European workforce and society.

SIP Virtual Event: “What can be done to support a
healthy and productive European Workforce and
Society?  
 
On 28th October 2021, SIP will organise a multi-
stakeholder online event hosted by MEP Alex
AGIUS SALIBA (S&D, Malta) and MEP Radka
MAXOVÁ (S&D, Czechia) to discuss the
recommendations from SIP’s Position Paper on
Workplace Integration and Adaptation in more detail.
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The third SIP National Platform Call of 2021 took
place on 14th September 2021 
 
In this SIP National Platform Call, participants had
the opportunity to hear updates on ICD-11
implementation and share their updates on SIP at
national level.

SIP met online with the office of MEP Radka Maxová
(S&D, Czechia)  
 
On the 31st of August 2021, the SIP team met online
with the Office of MEP Radka Maxová (S&D,
Czechia). The team spoke about SIP’s long-term
priorities, SIP’s 2020-21 Policy Priorities, the
recommendations of the recent SIP Position Paper
on Workplace Integration and Adaptation, and a
short overview of the plans for the SIP event on the
28th October 2021 entitled, “What can be done to
support a healthy and productive European
workforce and society?"

SIP published its response to the European
Parliament Special Committee on Beating Cancer
(BECA) Draft Report on strengthening Europe in the
fight against cancer 
 
SIP welcomes BECA’s recommendations around the
need to ease cancer patients’ pain and discomfort as
part of improving the access to, and quality of cancer
care, as well as providing support to cancer patients,
survivors, and caregivers.

SIP  & EU-OSHA webinar: slides available  
 
The Societal Impact of Pain in collaboration with the
European Agency for Safety and Health at Work
(EU-OSHA) held an online event on the 7th of
September. The webinar focused on employment
and pain was an opportunity to discover more about
the work of EU-OSHA, a recent report Working with
chronic MSDs - good practice advice, explore how to
get involved in the EU-OSHA "Healthy Workplaces -
Lighten the Load" campaign and much more.

SIP Europe invited to the Portuguese National Day
Against Pain 
 
The Executive Committee of the Portuguese SIP
National Platform will host SIP Chair Patrice Forget
at the Portuguese National Day Against Pain event
on October 16th, 2021 during the closing ceremony
of the 2021 APED Congress in Lisbon. Patrice will
provide an overview of SIP’s European policy and
advocacy priorities for the future, in a panel also
attended by Pain Alliance Europe.
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Tule ry meets Finnish Minister of Family Affairs and
Social Services  
 
Tule ry meets with the Finnish Minister of Family
Affairs and Social Services (responsible for the
healthcare) for three round-table meetings on
improving issues related to musculoskeletal
disorders.

SIP welcomes amendments to the BECA report on
Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer -
towards a comprehensive and coordinated strategy  
 
SIP especially welcomes the proposed amendments
that are specifically focused on recognising the
importance of cancer pain and pain management.

The EU Commission grants EUR 1.2 billion to Italy,
Spain and Germany to support employment, social
inclusion and digital transition 
 
On 23 September 2021, the European Commission
granted EUR 1.2 billion to Italy, Spain, and Germany
to support employment, social inclusion, and digital
transition to recover from the COVID crisis via the
REACT-EU system.

Follow us on 
SOCIAL MEDIA

Feel free to forward this newsletter to whomever it might be relevant for. In case you have been forwarded
this newsletter and would like to subscribe please register here. 
 
 
QUESTIONS? NEED SUPPORT? 
WISH TO ENDORSE OR TO PUBLISH ON SIP PLATFORM? 
 
In case you should have any question regarding the newsletter’s contents, please contact Jamie Wilkinson,
Project Manager, Societal Impact of Pain Platform, jamie.wilkinson@efic.org.
In case you would like to endorse the SIP Platform or to publish news on the SIP Website, please contact:
sip@efic.org  
In case you should have any technical questions or need assistance, please contact Jamie Wilkinson
(Website Editor): sip@efic.org  
Contact Mariana Branco (PAE EU Affairs Coordinator) for patient-focused inquiries at info@pae-eu.eu  
 
IMPRINT 
 
The scientific framework of the SIP platform is under the responsibility of the European Pain Federation
(EFIC®).

European Pain Federation EFIC® 
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Rue de Londres 18 
1050 Brussels, Belgium 
 
Tel : +32 2 251 55 10 
Fax : +32 2 251 48 10 
 
e-mail: secretary@efic.org 
www.efic.org 
 
EFIC EU Transparency Register ID Number: 
35010244568-04 
 
Further information can be found on the imprint

You have been included in this mailing list for the SIP Newsletter either by your registration to the SIP 2017 event or by registration for
the SIP Newsletter. In case you wish to unsubscribe from the SIP Newsletter, please enter your email address here. Your email address

will then be removed from the distribution list. 
 

Please note that some links may not work anymore because the articles have moved, do therefore not hesitate to look at the news
section or use the SIP-search engine or contact sip@efic.org for more information.
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